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CORRESPONDENCE 


DIANE1KS 

To the Editor ''—With considerable unxkty 1 have watched 
the cult "dbnclics" develop from the first appearance of ils 
principles in Scitnce Fiction Magazine. I am concerned about 
its growth uml popular acceptance* and I fear that the world 
has had dumped on it a new therapy which will have the 
staying power of chiropractic, with a* tittle scientific back¬ 
ground to support it. 

ft B h phenomenon of some sort,, and full of meaning, that 
over 500,000 copies of the bools are supposed to have been 
sold* Countless persons* without proper background and with¬ 
out understanding of basic human motives and drives, are 
"auditing" each other, and as a result mental hosptlah may 
receive as patients many whose first psychotic breakdown 
occurred during such "auditing. 1 " The "auditors 14 simply do 
not know how to handle the material elicited- The dangers 
inherent in such amuteumh "auditing" are readily apparent. 
Since these persons cannot recognize an incipient psythotw. 
adequate treatment may be delayed* and delay, as pointed out 
in Relink** book, "Dementia Precox," definitely reduces the 
chances for recovery or improvement. 

In a short time there has developed a demand on the pari 
of thousands of persons for training as professional "auditors." 
To meet this demand. I a t informed, there have been 
established two training centers in the United States.* in Eliza¬ 
beth. N* J„ and in Los Angeles. The course lasts one month, 
and Tuition « sard to be (300, The initial I os Angeles enrol- 
menl was 1,000 persons, many having been turned away. An 
income of (500.000 for the Utuntlic Foundation in one month 
tv certainly not bad. This, however, is only the beginning. 
There is being projected a Diane tic College or University, with 
a two year course, which will no doubt give graduates greater 
prestige, 

Devotees of dianctia, like the devotees of culls, arc not 
moved by unfavorable ttitoMM made by men of recognized 
scientific background. These fanatics support the new cult 
with a religious fervor. In vain have t shown them comments 
by scientific critics. One gets the same answers that have so 
often been heard from enthusiasts for other Cuds. For one 
thing, one hears (hat the medical profession is really a medical 
tnift rh.it is trying to keep out all forms of treatment but its 
own* The new cult is growing by the vigorous exploitation 
of testimonials, I have already listened to h testimonial of a 
cure of agoraphobia. Another person has reported that since 
he hu been 41 audited" he is a better conversationalist. One 
woman I know is about to start being "audited” after listening 
to a testimonial by someone who had gotten rid of many 
"digrams" through illNfin, This dhunflrirlil person claimed 
that her thinking had improved and hence her abilities as a 
stock market trader had become markedly sharper, the whole 
process resulting in her taking profits of $13,000 within a few 
days. And so the testimonials go, 

Jn Lob Angeles the dianetks enthusiasts meet every Sunday 
morning in a theater to hear about the latest procedures and 
to listen to exegeses of the great book. As one would expect* 
the spirit of these meetings has the coloring that goes with 
religious zeal. At one of these meetings I saw one man get 
up and call attention to some contradictory phases of the 
teachings of the book. He w«s booed and hooted down* to 
the relief of the moderator. Professional "auditors" are set' 
ting up offices throughout the country and advertising for 
pattern* in the good old chiropractic way. Something should 
be done to expose irrefutably this nonsensical tomfoolery, 

S*MU£t, J* KirttCH, M.D, 

Box A» 

Camarilla Calif* 


SULF0NS3 LN T||^ CUE MOTHER APV OF LEPROSY 

To the Editor; —Johansen and Erickson, in llicir article 
entitled "Cuiieni Stilus of Therapy in Leprosy” in Tut 
tin:985 |Nqv, 18j 1950), give adequate infor¬ 
mation by reference or otherwise as to the origin and source 
of the compounds they used, except ‘l.aminM'-bcta hydroxy- 
cthylaminodiphenylsulfone (KBS). This compound was syn¬ 
thesized. studied ami tested for activity in experimental 
tuberculous for the first time in the laboratories of the Naftonal 
Institute* of Health by tny associates and me [Smith, M, Li 
Jucksotu F. L.; f tinge, I, M.* and Bhiitacharyj. B. K*: Am, 
Rev. Tutors, (ftQ £ July ] 1949^ Smith* M. 1.; Jackson, E. L** 
and Bauer* H,! Ann. Mrw Fork Acad, Sc, 5&71M [Dec.] 1949k 
The compound wa$ generously supplied by Merck & Com¬ 
pany, Inc,, through Dr, Augustus Gibson* who offered in make 
it in sufficient quantity to be available for clinical tesla in 
tuberculosis and leprosy. The work on tuberculosis boa been 
in progress for nearly one year am) a half at hreedmen's Hos¬ 
pital, Washington, D. C„ by Dr. Howard M, Payne and his 

mrrriitn Matnagt I, Smith, M.D,, 

National Instil ales of Health* 
Btlhcsda 14* Md, 

LIVER RUNCTtSRE FOR DIAGNOSIS 

To the Editor: —Ange Gabriel Ms*time Verting (Ift09-lS77) 
in his thesis "Du diagnostic anal antique dcs maladies tin foie, 
ct de sa vftJcur au point de vuc iftcfjipcuriqtic" (Pads, I. B. 
Raillfcre, 1844; Felix Malicste el Cte* 1844) discusses liver 
puncture biopsy for diagnostic purposes. Vet Vcmots* early 
work is not mentioned in the many recent publications on liver 
puncture biopsy* Iversen and Kohotni (1939), Luigi LucaMIO 
(t«95>* W. E* King and his associates (AT /. Australia 1:697 
[lime 5J 194SK G* RucaJc* T. Grier Miller, Chester M. Jones, 
Binge I and Olivet, Me Michael and Slier wood (Fn gland), Jones 
and Volwiler (Boston), Schiff (CmcmnaUL Edwin Barberry 
(University of Penmylvinb), Winston K. Sborey and the many 
olher writtn have failed to give credit to Vernois for his early 
ideas and observations. Julian Hoffman and Julius Rosenthal 
{Ann. fnt , Med, 33:t£03 (Nov.) 1950) in their paper on liver 
biopsy, Buck 11949). Kumpc 41947), HoftbuiKr (1947), aiul all 
other writers on the subject fail to mention Vernoia' thesis. 

Hncur I. Golds imp, 

1425 Broadway, Camden 4* N- I, 

socialized medicine 

To the Editor:—Much theoretical tripe has been written about 
socialized medicine. Since the proof of the pudding Is in the 
eating, the real test is how the system operate* in actual 
practice. For I hose near-sighted members of our profession 
who slill insist that socialization of medicine will cum all our 
problems* both imaginary and real, (Iw following excerpt from 
a letter Just received from a fellow practitioner in England 
may be instructive. 

’ You are tortunLite indeed I imagine, in America* in that 
you do not Labour under nan ion a Used medicine as we do. One's 
every activity b checked and reebecked by a horde of highly 
paid clerks who have arisen overnight and who delight in 
sitting on the doctor's hack* It is vety dbcouraging* w these 
are Use people who earn the money, and being usually people 
of Idlle education are pleased to wield (he if new authority 
on any matter, medical or otherwise. 

"You will detect that 1 am a man with a grievance but I 
am still clinging to my interest in blood transfusion work- 1 
do not suppose you know of any openings for Englishmen in 
Hood transfusion in the United Slates? If you do 1 should 
be very interested to hear from you again.'' 

A. S. WjF-Nta. M.D.* 64 Rutland Road* Brooklyn. 


